IN SEASON DEBUT, CREIGHTON'S OFFENSE PASSES TEST IN BEATING YALE. SPORTS 


Omaha orld-Herald 


TAX OVERHAUL 


GOP targets 
state, local 
deduction 
In proposals 


In Omaha area, taxpayers 
claimed an average 
deduction of $12,484 


By JosepH Morton 
WORLD-HERALD BUREAU 


WASHINGTON — Republican 
lawmakers are pushing to roll 
back or eliminate the state and lo- 
cal tax deduction that reduces the 
amount that millions of Americans 
owe to Uncle Sam every year. 

The lawmakers argue that the 
current deduction requires filers 
in states such as Nebraska and 
Iowa — who generally pay less 
state and local taxes — to subsi- 
dize those in higher-tax areas such 
as New York, New Jersey and Cal- 
ifornia. 

“If New Jersey chooses to have 
much higher taxes than others, 
that’s a local choice and we should 
not make that a federal issue or a 
national issue,” said Rep. Adrian 
Smith, R-Neb. 

Those defending the deduction 
say it prevents double taxation 
and helps local entities provide im- 
portant services, including public 
education. 

They also say one reason people 
pay higher taxes in New York, New 
Jersey and California is that while 
$500,000 might buy a mansion in 
the Midwest, it’s barely enough 
for a starter home in the country’s 
most expensive areas. 

Democrats criticize the move, 
saying it would burden many mid- 
dle-income families in order to 
help pay for GOP priorities such 
as lowering corporate tax rates, 
eliminating minimum tax require- 
ments for the wealthy and phasing 
out the estate tax. 

The Senate Republican plan 
would eliminate the deduction, 
which is claimed by 30 percent of 
taxpayers nationwide, according 
to the Government Finance Offi- 
cers Association. 


See Taxes: Page 2 


FIRST IN THE 
WORLD-HERALD 
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Program born in 2011 is one win away from NCAA tourney 


A CREW OF MAVERICKS 
ON VERGE OF HISTORY 


By Dirk CHATELAIN 
FIRST IN THE WORLD-HERALD 


They come from exotic plac- 
es like South Africa and France, 
Peru and Colombia, Trinidad and 
Tobago and — of course — North 
Dakota. 

But on Thursday, they stepped 
into the afternoon sun at splendid 
Caniglia Field looking as uniform 
as possible. Socks pulled to the 
knees. Hair just right. Matching 
black shirts spelling out the thing 
that unites them. 

“Omaha” 

It was picture day for the Uni- 
versity of Nebraska at Omaha 
men’s soccer team, a welcome 
break from the practice grind, a 
chance to goof around before the 
postseason. 

Players lined up in front of the 
south goal, 6-footers in the back 


JULIA NAGY/THE WORLD-HERALD 


with the goalkeepers, little guys up 
front clasping their hands. Those 
in the middle row hunched over, 
threw arms around one another 
and cracked jokes in their second 
or third language — English. 
There was the all-conference 
forward from Nigeria who grew 
up kicking balls through bamboo 


UNO’s Stevie Siy, above, goes for the ball during the Summit League semifinal against 
Western Illinois on Thursday. At top, UNO’s Fred Frimpong hugs goalkeeper Joseph 
Ghitis after the team’s 2-0 win, which gives the Mavericks a shot at the conference 
title. The players on the UNO men’s soccer team come from all over the world, 
including Frimpong, who was born in Ghana, and Ghitis, who was born in Colombia. 


UNO VS. DENVER 2 p.m. today, Caniglia Field 
If the Mavericks win the Summit League championship game, they qualify for the 


CFO says food 


scene, business 


culture drew 
Toast to Omaha 


By STEVE JORDON 
WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER 


A Boston-based software com- 
pany will employ “at least a few 
hundred” people in Omaha in the 
next few years, one of its top exec- 
utives said Friday. 

The company, Toast Inc., an- 
nounced this week that it chose 
Omaha as the place to plant its first 
U.S. corporate flag outside its home 
city. The company makes restau- 
rant point-of-sales systems that 
take payments from customers and 
help establishments take care of in- 
ventory, personnel and other busi- 
ness-management functions. 

Omaha appealed to Toast be- 
cause of the city’s already estab- 
lished base of tech companies 
— like PayPal — and its business 
community’s culture of entrepre- 
neurship, said Tim Barash, Toast’s 
chief financial officer. 

And one more thing caught the 
company executives’ eyes, Barash 
said: Omaha’s restaurants. 


See Toast: Page 2 


NCAA tournament for the first time. It would be a major benchmark for a program 


that didn’t exist until the school’s move to Division | in 2011. 


VETERANS DAY 


Gold Star flag honors Omahan 
who saved lives in Vietnam War 


By STEVE LIEWER 
WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER 


Paul Stephen Goc Jr. never set 
out to be a war hero. 

In the spring of 1968, the Oma- 
ha native dropped out of what was 
then called Omaha University to 
enlist in the Army, shocking his 
parents and his younger brother 
and sister. He wanted to earn mon- 
ey through the GI Bill to finish his 
degree at the University of Ne- 
braska-Lincoln. 

That’s how Spc. Paul Goc, 20, 
came to be at a hilltop fire support 
base in South Vietnam the night of 


OMAHA.COM/VETERANSDAY 


Find a list of Veterans Day closings 
and observances. 


IN MIDLANDS 


Nebraska City’s Veterans Memorial 
Building opens its doors once again. 


June 14, 1969, when North Viet- 
namese soldiers tried to overrun 
it. 

He was the first to the base’s pe- 
rimeter and opened fire on some 
sappers who were trying to break 


See Veteran: Page 2 


Give Your Independence 


402.991.2555 
5450 L STREET, OMAHA, NE 
MositityCENTERSLLC.com 


NEW OWNERSHIP $ A BETTER WAY OF DOING BUSINESS 
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MATT DIXON 
THE WORLD-HERALD 
Spc. Paul Stephen Goc Jr., 20, 
died defending his base in South 
Vietnam in 1969. His family will 
receive a Gold Star flag today. 
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See Soccer: Page 6 


What’s the incentive? 


Facing another 4-5 team, can 
Huskers get motivated vs. 
Minnesota? Pregame 


Resurgence for Winnebago 


Stock has zoomed, but execs’ 
move to Minnesota has raised 
eyebrows in lowa. Money 


Omaha forecast 
High: 45 Low: 32 
Mostly cloudy Details: 8B 
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